
Table 1. Number and rate of discharges from short-stay hospitals and of days of care, with average length of stay, by age: United States,
selected years, 1970–98
[Discharges of inpatients from non-Federal hospitals. Excludes newborn infants]

Age 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 1998

Number of discharges in thousands

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,127 34,043 37,832 35,056 30,788 30,722 31,827

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,873 3,826 3,672 2,972 2,412 2,405 2,299
15–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,664 14,171 15,635 13,966 11,799 10,593 10,376
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,693 8,391 8,660 7,610 6,244 6,168 6,696
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,897 7,654 9,864 10,508 10,333 11,556 12,456

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,163 4,057 4,943 5,011 4,689 4,832 4,876
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,099 2,728 3,611 3,969 3,949 4,590 5,099
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 635 869 1,310 1,528 1,694 2,134 2,481

Rate of discharges per 1,000 population1

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144.3 159.2 167.7 148.4 122.3 115.7 116.5

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.8 70.4 71.6 57.7 43.1 40.4 38.3
15–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154.6 152.4 150.1 125.0 99.3 87.8 85.1
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.6 191.8 194.8 170.8 135.5 118.5 117.3
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293.3 337.3 383.7 369.8 334.1 347.7 365.3

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253.2 291.5 315.8 297.3 261.6 260.0 267.6
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339.5 392.1 463.9 446.4 395.7 415.6 430.2
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 443.7 477.1 576.4 572.9 560.6 592.5 616.1

Number of days of care in thousands

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226,445 262,389 274,508 226,217 197,422 164,627 160,914

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,189 17,554 16,191 13,554 11,655 10,715 10,669
15–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71,605 80,687 81,951 67,397 54,062 40,825 38,566
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,419 75,393 71,008 53,541 42,153 34,207 34,468
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,232 88,754 105,358 91,726 89,552 78,880 77,211

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,873 44,963 49,253 41,090 37,422 31,310 29,082
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,633 32,906 40,355 36,024 35,926 31,974 32,302
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,726 10,886 15,750 14,612 16,204 15,597 15,827

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population1

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,121.6 1,227.3 1,216.7 957.7 784.0 620.2 589.2

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313.9 322.9 315.7 263.0 208.4 179.9 178.0
15–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 874.0 867.9 786.8 603.3 454.9 338.4 316.1
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,488.8 1,723.0 1,596.9 1,201.6 914.4 657.5 603.9
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,691.9 3,910.6 4,098.4 3,228.0 2,895.6 2,373.7 2,264.2

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,031.6 3,230.8 3,147.0 2,437.3 2,087.8 1,684.7 1,596.1
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,469.2 4,729.2 5,183.7 4,052.2 3,599.5 2,894.7 2,725.2
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,102.1 5,978.1 6,932.1 5,478.7 5,361.7 4,330.6 3,930.1

Average length of stay in days

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.8 7.7 7.3 6.5 6.4 5.4 5.1

Under 15 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.7 4.6 4.4 4.6 4.8 4.5 4.6
15–44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.7 5.7 5.2 4.8 4.6 3.9 3.7
45–64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.3 9.0 8.2 7.0 6.8 5.5 5.1
65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.6 11.6 10.7 8.7 8.7 6.8 6.2

65–74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.0 11.1 10.0 8.2 8.0 6.5 6.0
75–84 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.2 12.1 11.2 9.1 9.1 7.0 6.3
85 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.7 12.5 12.0 9.6 9.6 7.3 6.4

1Rates for 1990, 1995, and 1998 are based on U.S. Bureau of the Census estimates of the civilian population that have been adjusted for net underenumeration in the 1990 Census. See appendix.
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